Kansas Department of Health and Envionment
Bureau of Environmental Remediation, Remedial Section

Background:

Inspired by the possibility of a dreambecominga reality, Lana
McPhersondetailedher communitys desiresfor a KansasRiver
accessampandcity parkduringtheexercisgortionof theKDHE's
BrownfieldsWorkshopn LeavenworthKansaspnJuly13,2005.

McPherson (City Clerk and Chair of the Sesguicentennial

CelebratiorCommitteefor the City of De Soto,Kansaspreviously
hadperformedacommunitysurveythatindicateda strongdesireto

“get back on the river” as part of the communitys 2007
sesquicentenniatelebration. The city purchasedwo adjacent
propertiesalongtheriver for afuture city park, settingthe stageto

incorporateariver accessampandshowcaséoththerampandthe
parkasthecenterpiecefthe2007sesquicentennial.

McPhersorsubmittedan applicationto KDHE on July 27" to have
Brownfields Tamgeted AssessmentgBTAs) conductedon the
riverside propertieslocatednorthwestof the city. KDHE's BTA
programis fundedthrougha federalgrantandprovidesfundingfor
Phasd andPhasdl environmentahssessmentsr redevelopment
projects.

FormerSand-DedgingFacilty ontheWesternMostProperty
Phasd and Phasdl BTAAssessment:

By early October 2005, Phasel BTAs were completedat both

properties. Phasd assessmentiid notidentify anyenvironmental
concern®nthewestermropertywhereasand-dredginéacility had

operatedor severalyears. Basedon thesefindings, the city began
designandconstructiorof theboataccessamponthesouthsideof

theKansasiver.

Unregulated Dumping Site Located on the EastepBrty

A RecognizedEnvironmentalCondition (REC) wasidentified for the
easterrpropertydueto historicalandunregulatediseasapublicdump
site. A Phasdl BTA wascompletecandapprovedn mid-March2006
by KDHE in timefor thepubliccelebratiorof theboatrampcompletion
onthewestermroperty

Basedon data collected during the Phasell BTA, there were no
significantenvironmentaimpactddentifiedattheeastermpropertyand,
therefore, no additional environmental responsewas necessary
However KDHE recommendethatfill anddumpareagpresenbnthe
propertybe removedto eliminatepotentialsafetyhazardsto workers
building the city park andfuture recreationalusers. The city should
coordinatewith the KDHE Bureauof WasteManagemento allow for
saferedevelopmertf theeastermportionfor recreationalise.

BoatRampLocatedonWesternPropertyin Final Sages
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